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GOD’S PROPHETIC PLAN FOR MAN

Introduction

This paper will discuss God’s prophetic plan for the ages to come and how it applies to mankind, from

the first coming of Christ through the time of the New Heaven and New Earth. God has had a plan for His

ultimate creation from the beginning of time. The Greek word for prophecy is “propheteia” which

simply means, “to tell before”. There are literally thousands of prophecies in the Bible. Not all of these

refer to the foretelling of future events, but also to divine revelation in general. This is God showing man

that which he cannot find out for himself. Revelation 1:3-Remember therefore how thou hast received

and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief,

and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 

Why every Christian should study prophecy

PROPHECY IS REVELATION (De. 29:29; Am, 3:7; Mt. 13:10-12; Re. 1:1; 22:6,10). According to these and

many other passages, prophecy is said to reveal secrets, not hide them. Prophecy is light, not darkness.

It is false teachers who have made prophecy seem to be so obscure. (2) PROPHECY IS A BLESSIGN (Re.

1:3).  (3)  PROPHECY IS NECESSARY FOR SPIRITUAL PERFECTION (2 Ti.  3:16-17).  We are told that ALL

Scripture is given by God and is profitable and necessary for the building of the mature Christian. Is

prophecy not a large part of Scripture? Indeed, prophecy is woven into the very warp and woof of the

Word of God. The study of, understanding of,  and obedience to prophecy is seen as essential for a

strong Christian life. (4) PROPHECY IS DEPENDABLE (Is. 25:1; 2 Pe. 1:19-21). According to the Apostle

Peter, in the first chapter of his second epistle, the written prophetic Word is more dependable than

visions  (v.  16),  than voices (v.  17),  than  great  spiritual  mountaintop experiences  (v.  18).  (5)  IT  IS  A

RESPONSIBILITY TO STUDY PROHECY (Lk. 24:25-27). The Lord Jesus Christ firmly rebukes the disciples for

not believing prophecy.  At  the judgment seat of  Christ  every Christian will  be held accountable for

whether or not he studied and believed the prophecies of the Bible. In light of this warning, we must

reject the tendency by so many to treat prophecy lightly. Not only will the Christian be held accountable

for his attitude toward prophecy, but the unbeliever will be, as well. In Lk. 16:29-31, Abraham told the

rich man in Hell that his lost brothers on earth would be accountable for whether or not they believed in
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the prophets. (6) BIBLE PROPHECY HAS POWER TO SANCTIFY THE LIFE. It gives hope in a hopeless world

(Ro. 15:4). It gives joy (Jn 8:56). It gives comfort (1 Th. 4:18; Is. 40:1,2). It gives understanding in the

midst of confusion (Da. 9:1-2). It produces diligence and purity (Ro. 13:11-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3). It produces

patience and endurance in the midst of trials (2 Co. 4:16-18). It stimulates Christians labor (1 Co. 15:51-

58). It brings time and life into proper perspective with eternity (Ps. 73:1-3,12-17; Is. 26:20; 29:17; 54:7-

8).  It  stimulates  Christians  to  abide  in  Christ  (1  Jn.  2:28).  (7)  PROPHECY  IS  AN  APOLOGETIC.  Bible

prophecy is intended to be an apologetic. 

Fulfilled  prophecy  proves  the  divine  origin  of  the  Bible  to  unbelievers  and  increases  the  faith  of

believers. Thus, prophecy must be studied, understood, and taught by Christians both to believers and

to unbelievers. Also we must note that  to be an effective evidence,  prophecy must be fulfilled and

interpreted literally. (8) PROPHECY IS A REALITY. To say the least, Christians have a part in the things

promised in Bible prophecy. It is true that the O.T. prophecies are not Fulfilled directly in the church age

but it is also true that the Christian will enjoy the blessings spoken of in O.T. prophecy, including the

millennial glory of Christ (Col. 3:4; Re. 2:26-27; 3:21) and the renewed creation (Ro. 8:18-25). There are

also hundreds of prophecies directly related to the Christian’s future (Jn. 14:1-3; 1 Co. 15; Col. 3:1-4; 1

Th. 4; etc.).1

Christ’s First Coming 

We must understand, in our study of Bible prophecy, that all prophecy must be 

interpreted literally. All of the prophecies concerning Christ’s first coming were fulfilled 

exactly and literally. 

His birth was foretold: The time when Jesus would be born is found in Daniel 9:25-

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 

restore and build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the prince shall be seven weeks, and 

threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  This

scripture gives us the exact time that Christ would be born. This scripture is fulfilled in Matthew chapter

two and in Luck chapter two. 

1  Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible and Christianity. David W. Cloud, editor. Oak Harbor, Washington 1997.
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The place where Jesus would be born is found in Micah 5:2-But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou

be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in

Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. The Place where Jesus was born was

Bethlehem, which is stated in Matthew 2:1.

The virgin birth of Christ was foretold in Isaiah 7:14-Therefore the Lord himself 

shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

This is a very important prophecy concerning or Lord Jesus Christ. Mary was a vessel God used to bare

the Son of God. Mary was not sinless, but she was a virgin. We do not understand how a virgin could

conceive, but we accept it by faith. This prophecy was fulfilled in Matthew 1:18-25, and Luke 1:26-38.

His life was foretold. Jesus had a ministry while he was here on earth. Jesus 

went from town to town preaching the kingdom of God and ministering to the needs of the people.

Jesus helped the people with their physical needs as well as their spiritual needs. The preaching of Christ

was foretold in Isaiah 61:1-2-The spirit of the Lord is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to

preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty

to the captives, and the  opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year

of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;.  This prophecy was fulfilled

in all four of the gospels. 

Because of this ministry, Jesus was despised and rejected by many of the rulers and common

people. Jesus came to save sinners but many would not come to Him for salvation. Isaiah 53:3 clearly

states this; He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid

as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

His death was foretold. Ultimately, Jesus Christ came to earth for one reason, to die for the sins

of the world. Jesus was beaten, tortured, mocked, and murdered for the sinful men he loved. 

Jesus was betrayed by one of His “friends” Judas Iscariot. This evil man was 
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prophesied in Psalm 41:9-Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread,

hath lifted up his heel against me. Matthew 26:14-16 explains this horrible deed committed by the son

of perdition. 

Psalm 22 is loaded with prophecies concerning the Son of God:

1. The words spoken on the cross. V.1

2. The mocking crowd. V.6-8

3. The people sitting and staring. V.17

4. The soldiers gambling for His garments. V. 18

5. The fact of His bones out of joint but not broken. V. 17

6. The crucifixion. V. 14-16

7. The horrible thirst. V. 15

All of these prophecies were fulfilled perfectly in the gospels. 

Psalm 16:10 foretells the greatest event in human history. All of the calendars that have ever

been printed point to this fact. This event is the most provable fact  in known history.  This event is

fulfilled in Luke 24:5-6; And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto

them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake

unto you when he was yet in Galilee.  This central event in history is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Jesus was in the grave for three days and three nights.  Jesus was placed in the grave by Joseph of

Arimathae on Wednesday just before sundown, and was in there from that night through Thursday

night, through Friday night, through Saturday night, and rose from the grave from somewhere before

the dawning of the sun on Sunday, or the “first day of the week”. Luke 24:1.

Everything from here on out is still to happen, with the exception of a few current events. Every

prophecy  concerning  the  Son  of  God’s  firs  coming  have  been  fulfilled  perfectly,  therefore  every

prophecy concerning His second coming will come to pass perfectly.

The Church Age

When Jesus came to earth the first time, as we have discussed, He came to 

purchase salvation for every man, but he also came to purchase the church. Acts 20:28b… to feed the

Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
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Matthew 16:18-And I say also unto the, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. This is a key verse used by most Bible scholars to

prove that Christ established His church during His earthly ministry. Jesus called twelve apostles as the

foundation for this church, as stated in Ephesians 4:1-And he gave some, apostles … All of these men

had been baptized by John the Baptist, who laid the ground work for The Church. These men, Simon

Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James the less, Thaddeus, Simon

the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, accompanied Jesus throughout His earthly ministry. 

These men were given power over devils, the ability to heal the sick, and given the task to spread the

gospel. 

The word “church” is used 115 times in the New Testament. In 114 of those of those

passages  the  Greek  work  “ekklesia”’  which  means  “called  out”,  is  translated  church.  A  true  New

Testament church is a called-out assembly of baptized believers coming together to carry out the great

commission of Matthew 28:19-20. To be a proper church today, one such institution must posses certain

traits that the first church in Jerusalem held to. These Include: 

I. The Bible is the Final Authority.   The King James Bible is the Bible for the English-speaking people and is

the only  authority  for  the  true  church.  This  book,  not  a  denominational  hierarchy  or  books  full  of

tradition, guides this church. 

II. Salvation is by Grace Through Faith in Christ Alone.   (Eph 2:8-9) This Doctrine is exclusive to the Lord’s

church. No other “denomination” or “church” in the world teaches this. Salvation is in the Person of the

Lord Jesus Christ alone and not in anything man can do or give to Him. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

III. The two ordinances are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.   These two ordinances have nothing to do with

the salvation of one’s soul, but are merely symbolic. Baptism is for true believers only and can only be

administered by the Church. Immersion is the proper mode for this ordinance as stated in Romans 6,

Acts  8:38,  and  Matthew  3:16.  This  represents  the  death,  burial,  and  resurrection  of  Christ.  The

communion is symbolic of the broken body and shed blood of our Lord. It does not become the actual

body and blood of Christ. (1 Cor. 11:20-29.)
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IV. The membership is composed of only regenerated, scripturally baptized believers.   The members are to

be saved and scripturally baptized by the right authority and mode. 

V. Each church is self governing under the command of the Lord Jesus Christ.    Christ is the head of the

church (Eph. 5:23). Any church that has a man-made hierarchy or headquarters or convention is not the

Lord’s church. Every true church is autonomous and independent.

We are living in what is called the “Church Age”.  The church is  the institution that God has

entrusted with the Gospel and the Bible. 1 Timothy 3:15-But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how

thou oughest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and

ground of the truth. All things rest on the institution called THE CHURCH.

Major events during the Church Age 

In Matthew chapter 24, Jesus gave His disciples some signs to look for before His second coming.

The second coming of Christ will be in two parts, the rapture of the believers and when Jesu comes to

earth at the end of the tribulation period, both of which are discussed in detail  later. The disciples

wanted to know what to look for so they would know that the time was approaching. Here are some of

the things the Savior told them:

1. False prophets and false christs  

Matthew 24:5-For many shall come in my name, saying I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

In the past several years many people have claimed to be the Messiah. These men include Jim

Jones, who started Jonestown in Africa, and coerced hundreds to drink poison and commit suicide. 

Another man who claimed to be “the Christ” was David Koresh, who started the Branch Davidian

complex in Waco, Texas. This man forced people to follow him and committed unspeakable acts with

young girls, whom he called his wives. 

These me are just a couple of examples of the men, down through history, who have fulfilled this

prophecy.

2. Wars  
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Matthew 24:6-And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these

things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

Wars and rumors of wars are all over the television and newspapers of our land. America has

been involved in many wars even n this generation, with many more to follow. For the first time in

history, humans have the ability to destroy themselves. 

3. Famines  

Matthew 24:7b-…and there shall be famines…

Famine is a constant problem in most third world countries, including Ethiopia and the Sudan.

Large portions of the world’s 5.5 billion people are undernourished. 

4. Diseases  

Matthew 24:7-…and pestilences…

The world we live in has seen many devastating diseases through the years. Bubonic plague,

smallpox, cancer, AIDS,  and SARS (Sudden attack respiratory syndrome) are just a few of the major

diseases to hit mankind. 

5. Earthquakes  

Matthew 24:7-… and earthquakes, in diverse places. 

In today’s world, there are way too many earthquakes happening in a single day to put up a graphic

here. Go to this website for more info. https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes.

Jesus says that these are the beginning of sorrows, the end is not yet. 

Matthew 24:42- Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

*Fulfillment of Bible prophecy, right before our eyes!

1. The existence of a 200,000,000 man army in the east:   

Revelation 9:16-And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand:

and I heard the number of them. 

At no time has an army existed on the face of the earth until the Chinese amassed this number in

the 1960’s.
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2. The revised Roman Empire:  

Daniel 2:31-34-Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was

excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his

breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his things of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and

part of clay. Thou sawest till a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet

that were of iron and clay, ad brake them to pieces.

We notice that the description does not start with the feet going up to the head, but with the

head going down to the feet. In other words, the best first and the worst last. Most Bible scholars and

independent Baptists agree that the four empires are clearly identified: 

Gold……….Babylon 

Silver……….Medio-Persia

Brass……….Greece

Iron……….Rome 

The most significant of these four is that the last one, the Iron empire. The prophet Daniel speaks

more of this one than the three others together. 

The Clay-We have established that the last world empire consists of a mixture between iron and

clay.  We showed that  the iron symbolizes  the  ancient  Roman  power  structure.  The  clay,  however,

represents the power of the people, the idea embodied in the practice of democracy. 

Wherever democracy has been practiced for generations, you will find a large number of Jews

prospering. 

I submit, therefore, that the clay represents the Jewish people, attempting to fully integrate into

the new world order. 

The bible gives us a very clear answer as to who the clay represents: “but now, O Lord, thou art

our father; we are the clay, and thou art our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.” (Isaiah 64-8)2

2  How Democracy will elect the Antichrist. Arno Froese. West Columbia, South Carolina. 1997
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Three end time proofs-

A. First, the Jews are going back to the land of Israel: “And I will bring them out from the people, and

gather  them from the  countries,  and  will  bring  them to  their  own land,  and feed them upon the

mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country” (Ezekiel 34:13). May 14,

1948,  Israel  became a  nation  once  again,  and  the  Jewish  people  are  being  gathered  there  by  the

thousands every day. 

B. Second, the land has been resurrected from the dead: “But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot

forth your branches, and yield your fruit to my people of Israel: for they are at hand to come” (Ezekiel

36-8). The land of Israel is one of the strongest nations on the face of the planet. Their military has no

rival, their agriculture is unmatched, and their gross national product may soon surpass that of America. 

C. Third, Jerusalem is a Jewish city after 2500 years: “And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome

stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the

earth be gathered together against it” (Zechariah 12:3)

God’s word says these things will happen before the tribulation, the final seven years during which the

new world order will exist as the final empire. The fulfillment of prophecy is the proof that we are living

in the last times.3

3. Increase in knowledge and travel:  

Daniel 12:4-But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end; many

shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

More knowledge has been discovered in the last century than in all of history combined. 90% of

all the engineers and scientists who have ever lived are alive today. 

4. Return of Ethiopian Jews to Israel:  

Zephaniah  3:10-11-From  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia  my  suppliants,  even  the  daughter  of  my

dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all my doings, wherein

thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the of thee them that rejoice in thy

pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.

1984 and 1991 U.S. airlifts of Ethiopian Jews to Israel. 

3  Ibid. p.124-125
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5. Technology for the Mark of the Beast:  

Revelation 13:16-And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a

mark in their right hand or their foreheads:

Rapture

The Next major event in the prophetic timeline is the rapture of the believers. 

RAPTURE. The term commonly used for the catching away of the saints described in 1 Th. 4:13-18. This

Rapture is (1) a resurrection of the dead in Christ (v. 14-16), (2) a catching up and translation of the living

N.T. saints (v. 17). The term “caught up” in 1 Th. 4:17 is also translated “pluck” (Jn. 10:28), “pulling [out

of the fire]” (Jude 23), and “take by force” (Ac. 23:10). It refers to a forceful seizing and a snatching

away. It is used of the devil snatching the word of God from the heart of the foolish (Mt. 13:19) and of

the Spirit of God snatching away Philip after the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch (Ac. 8:39). This is

exactly what Christ will do to the N.T. believers before the onslaught of the Great Tribulation. This event

is also described in 1 Co. 15:51-58. Here we see that the translation of the N.T. saints will involve an

instantaneous change from morality to immortality. Those believers living at that hour will never see

death (v. 51).

In both of these key passages the translation of the church-age saints is said to be source of great

comfort and encouragement (1 Th. 4:18; 1 Co. 15:58). If this translation did not occur until the end of

the torments of the Great Tribulation, it certainly would not produce solace for the Christian standing on

this side of the Tribulation!

Among those who believe in a literal Rapture of the church-age saints, there are basically three positions

regarding the time of the Rapture. All of these pertain to the timing of the Rapture in relation to the

Great  Tribulation.  The  three  views  are  Pre-tribulational,  Mid-tribulational  (also  called  Pre-wrath

Rapture), and Post-tribulational. 
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The evidence for  the Pre-tribulation Rapture.  For the following reasons we are convinced the Bible

teaches a Pre-tribulatonal Rapture. In the following study we are using the term “church” in a general,

institutional sense:

1 CHURCH-AGE BELIEVERS ARE PROMISED SALVATION FROM WRATH (1 Th. 1:9-10; 5;1-9; Ro. 5:9; Re.

3:10). The Great Tribulation is expressly called the day of God’s wrath. Today the Lord is withholding His

anger; He is seated upon a throne of grace, but the day approaches when He will  take the seat of

judgment. Then “the day of his wrath” will be upon all the world (Ps. 110:4; Re. 6:17; Is. 13:6-13). It is

true that in every century the churches have been subjected to persecution, but this is quite different

from the Great Tribulation. The general persecutions of the saints are caused by the wrath of wicked

men and the devil, whereas the seven-year Tribulation is a period especially pertaining to God’s wrath

(Is 13; Re. 6:16,17; 14:16). Some feel that the church will not be saved out from the time of great wrath,

but will be saved through this wrath. This cannot be true, since the Bible clearly reveals that those who

are on earth during the Great Tribulation will not be delivered from wrath but will be overcome (Re.

13:7).  The  Scriptures,  which  promise  church-age  believers  deliverance  from  wrath,  must  refer  to

salvation out from the very presence of the wrath. Concerning the Great Tribulation, we are told, “as a

snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth” (Lk 21:35). Therefore, the

church-age believers must either be physically removed from the earth, or they will be involved in the

day of wrath. God promises removal. “…I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall

come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Re. 3:10). 

2 THE HOLY SPIRIT IS TO BE REMOVED BEFORE THE TRIBULATION (2 Th. 2:1-8). In other passages of the

Bible, the Holy Spirit is said to be the restrainer of sin (Ge. 6:3; Is. 59:19). The Holy Spirit came into the

world in His present special dispensation at Pentecost (Ac.2), when He came to empower the church for

the Great Commission (Ac. 1:8). He will remove the church-age believers prior to the time of God’s great

wrath. 

3 IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION, THE CHURCH IS NOT SEEN ON EARTH AFTER CHAPTER THREE UNTIL

CHAPTER NINETEEN, when she is  seen returning  to  earth  with Christ.  The churches  are  repeatedly

mentioned in Revelation on through three, then disappears until the end of the book, but the true

church is not the focus on the Great Tribulation recorded in Re. 4-18.
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4 THE CHURCH-AGE BELIEVERS ARE PROMISED MANSIONS IN HEAVEN (Jn. 14:1-3). When the Lord Jesus

returns to the earth at the end of the Tribulation, He sets up His Messianic kingdom. If the Rapture

occurred at the end of the Tribulation, the promise to church-age believers pertaining to Heaven would

not be fulfilled. Church-age believers are a heavenly people with a heavenly hope (Ep 1; Ph. 3:20; Col.

3:1-3).

5 THE TRANSLATION OF CHURCH-AGE SAINTS IS SAID TO BE IMMINENT (it could happen any moment),

whereas the Second Coming is said to be preceded by specific signs (1 Th. 1:9,10; Tit. 2:12,13; Mt. 24:42-

44; Jam. 5;8,9; 1 Jn. 2:28; Re. 1:3). The Apostle Paul instructed the church at Thessalonica that they did

not need to heed signs and times, because the N.T. believer has been promised redemption from the

“day of darkness” which shall overcome he whole world (1Th. 5:1-9). The church is waiting, not for the

appearing of the Antichrist, but for the redemption of the Son of God. 

6 THE CHURCH IS A MYSTERY UNREVEALED IN THE O.T. (Ep.3:1-11). The N.T. church has no part in the

chronology of events foretold by the O.T. prophets. They clearly foretold the first coming of Christ, His

miraculous birth, life, death, and resurrection. The same prophets described Christ’s Second Coming in

glory,  proceeded  by  a  time  of  unprecedented  worldwide  tribulation,  and  followed  by  the  glorious

Messianic kingdom centered in Jerusalem. These prophets did not see the present church age- “which in

other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and

prophets by the Spirit.”

Between the first coming of Christ and the Second Comin there is a time gap which was unrevealed in

the O.T. times. This gap is the time of the creation and removal of the church. For centuries God has

revealed  big  plans  for  the  nation  Israel.  O.T.  prophecy  pictures  Israel  at  the  heart  of  a  worldwide

kingdom with Israel’s divine Messiah as the sovereign ruler. This kingdom, when established, will  be

eternal, yet Israel today has been temporarily set aside; these O.T. prophecies have never been fulfilled.

Rather, today God is doing something different from anything, which was spoken of in O.T. times. He is

calling out from among all nations a special body of people. When He has accomplished this present

purpose, when the fullness of the Gentiles by come in, God will restart Israel’s prophetic clock and will

wholly fulfill all O.T. prophecies in relation to His ancient chosen nation. “…blindness in part is happened

to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in” (Ro. 11:25).
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The Great Tribulation deals with Israel, not with the church-age believers. This present mystery period

will end with the removal of the church-age believers from the earth; and the Lord will then take up His

plan for the nation Israel as He fulfills the O.T. prophecies of the time of Jacob’s trouble, the coming of

Messiah in glory, and the establishment of the Messianic kingdom. 

7 THE CHURCH CANNOT BE OVERCOME, BUT THE SAINTS OF THE TRUBULATIO WILL BE  (compare Mt.

16:9 with Re. 13:7)

8 THERE ARE EVENTS INTERVENING BETWEEN THE TRANSLATION AND RESURRECTION OF THE CHURCH

AND THE SECOND ADVENT. According to 1 Co.  15:51, EVERY saved person will  be translated at the

Rapture. Yet Mt. 25:31-46 shows that when Jesus returns to the earth at the Second Advent He will find

many true believers in their natural bodies. There must, then, be a period of time between the Rapture

of the church-age saints and the Second Coming to allow for these folk to be saved. It is reasonable to

believe that this period of time is the seven years of the Great Tribulation.

9 THE BOOK OF REVELATION REVEALS THAT THE CHURCH ISN OT ON EARTH DURING THE TRIBULATION.

(1) The church is not seen on earth in chapters 4-18 (2) The 24 elders seem to represent the church. [See

Elders.] (3) The witness for God in the earth during the Tribulation is Israel, not the church (Re. 7). (4)

The prayers of the saints in Re. 8 are prayers for judgment. Only Israel prayed such prayers. The church-

age saints are instructed to pray for her enemies, not against them. These prayers of Revelation are

those of the Psalms and are based on God’s promise to Abraham to curse those who cursed Israel. [See

Imprecatory.] (5) The scorpion-like creatures of Re. 9 are given freedom to hurt all earth-dwellers except

those Jews who were sealed by the angel of Re. 7; if church believers were on earth, they would be

subject to this horrible judgment of God. (6) Re. 10 identifies the events of Re. 4-18 with those foretold

by O.T. prophets- the days of the Great Tribulation, the “day of the Lord.” The church age was never in

the view of these O.T. prophecies; it was an unrevealed mystery. The church has a different purpose and

program than national Israel. It is Israel that is in view in O.T. prophecy and in Revelation 4-18. (7) the

ministry of the two witnesses of Re. 11 identifies them with national Israel and with O.T. prophecies of

the “day of the Lord.” the two witnesses minister from Jerusalem, Israel’s capital. The churches have no

such capital,  her  hope being  heavenly,  not  earthly  (Col  3;  Ph 2).  The  two witnesses  are  clothed in

sackcloth, typical of O.T. Israel, not N.T. believers. Nowhere are the churches seen in sackcloth. They are

told, rathe, to “ rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice” (Ph. 4:4). The church-age believer’s
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judgment is forever past, and he is to keep his mind centered in the heavenlies where, in position, he is

seated  eternally  victorious  with  Christ  (Ep.  2:5-10).  Re.  11:4  identifies  the  two  witnesses  with  O.T.

prophecy. Zec. 4:3,22,24 is a prophecy of Israel, not the church. Further, the two witnesses call down

judgment upon their enemies in Re. 10:5,6. Jesus rebuked his disciples for desiring to do just this and

instructed the church-age believer to pray for the well being of his enemies, not for their destruction (Lk.

9:54-56; Ro. 12:14,17-21). (8) The devil persecutes Israel, not the church during the Tribulation (Re. 12).

There can  be no doubt  that  the woman is  identified as  national  Israel.  Verse  5  shows the woman

bringing forth Christ; it is obvious that Jesus was brought forth by Israel, not by the churches (Is. 9:6,7;

Ro. 9:5). Also, the symbols of Re. 12:1,2 recall familiar O.T. typology of Israel. She is referred to as a

woman (Is. 54:5-7). The sun and moon and the 12 stars of v. 2 remind us of Joseph’s dream regarding

Israel (Ge. 37:9). The words of Re. 12:2 are almost an exact quote from Mi. 5:3, again referencing Israel’s

delivery of the Messiah. These symbols are not used in the N.T. of the churches. 4

Seventy weeks according to Daniel the Prophet

Daniel 9:24-27. God’s timetable for restoring Israel and overthrowing the Gentile powers.  V. 24-

27-Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression,

and  to  make  and  end  of  sins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlasting

righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and

understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the

Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again,

and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but

not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;

and the end thereof shall be with a flood, unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he

shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the

oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it decollate, even until the

consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

4  Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible and Christianity. David W. Cloud, editor. Oak Harbor, Washington. 1997
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The seventy weeks  . The occasion of the 70 weeks   was Daniel’s prayer that God would have mercy on

Israel. The vision of the 70 weeks is God’s answer. In the vision God reveals to Daniel the time schedule

ad major events which will lead to the establishment of Israel’s Messianic kingdom. 

The length of time of the 70 weeks. The Hebrew term for weeks here (shebuah) simply means “sevens.”

The context must determine whether it is a week of days, or of years, etc. (1) The weeks which have

already been fulfilled demonstrate these are weeks of years rather than of days. It was almost 500 years

from the rebuilding of the temple and of Jerusalem until the coming of Christ. This fits perfectly the

testimony of Da. 9:25, which places 69 weeks of years (483 years) between the two events. It is only

reasonable to believe that the 70th week shall also be a week of years, or a seven year period. (2) When

this Hebrew term is used of weeks of days, the word “days” is added (Da. 10-2-3). (3) The concept of

weeks of years was familiar to Jewish thinking (Le. 25:3-9). (4) At the time of the vision, Daniel had been

thinking in terms of weeks of years (Da. 9:2 compared with 2 Ch. 36:21).

The divisions of the 70 weeks. The 70 weeks are divided into distinct groups. (1) During the first 7 weeks

(49 years) Jerusalem was rebuilt in troublous times (compare Nehemiah). (2) The next 62 weeks (434

years) extends from the rebuilding of Jerusalem until the coming of the Messiah. (3) Between the 69 th

and 70th week is a period of undetermined time during which the Messiah is cut off (compare Mt. 27),

Roman armies (A.D. 70) destroy Jerusalem, and there are desolations until the end. The Hebrew word

translated “desolation” is also translated “destruction” (Ho. 2:12). It refers to the fact that Jerusalem has

been destroyed and overran time and again throughout the interim period between the 69 th and 70th

weeks.  Unforeseen by Daniel  is  the interlude of  the church age,  during which time the Messiah is

resurrected and ascends back to Heaven to oversee the calling out of a people for His name from among

the nations (Lk. 19:11-27; Ac. 15:14-18). (4) The 70 th week (the final seven years).  The prince of the

revived Roman Empire will  make a covenant with Israel.  That the Antichrist arises from the revived

Roman Empire is evident by the fact that he is called the prince of the people who destroyed Jerusalem

after Messiah’s death; this was Rome. In the middle of the seven years the Antichrist will desecrate the

Jewish  temple  (compare  Mt.  24:15;  2  Th.  2:3-4).  There  will  be  desolations  until  Christ  returns  to

overthrow the Antichrist (compare Mt. 24:16-21; Re. 11:2). The abomination that makes desolate marks

16



the middle of the seven years.  Compare Mt.  24:15 where Jesus places this event in the Tribulation

period.  This  abomination of  desolation probably  refers to the occasion when the Antichrist  will  set

himself up as god (2 Th. 2:4). The next section will deal with the seventieth week that Daniel spoke

about. This is also called the tribulation period, the final “week” of “years” or seven-year period of great

destruction and judgment upon the earth. This time is also called the Day of the Lord: The period of time

in which God will judge the world and establish His kingdom on earth. In this day God will be exalted and

rebellious men humbled. “The day of the Lord” sometimes refers to one aspect of this final work, such

as the Great Tribulation preceding Christ’s return (Is. 2:10-21). In other places it refers to the entire

period,  including  the  Tribulation,  the  Second  Coming,  the  Millennial  Reign,  and  the  Eternal  state

following the Great White Throne judgment (Zec. 14).

The Great Tribulation 

GREAT TRIBULATION. The Great  Tribulation is  the name Jesus gave to the period of  intense

judgment that will occur just prior to His coming (Mt. 24:15-31). The O.T. prophets also spoke of this

time. The prophecies of Revelation 4-19 give the details of the events of this period. 

THE LENGTH OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION. The Great Tribulation corresponds with Daniel’s 70th

Week referred to in Da. 9:27. It is therefore seven years in duration, but is divided into two 3.5 year

periods. The last half is more intense and awful than the first. Re. 11:3 and 13:5 refer to the two 3.5 year

segments of the Great Tribulation. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION. (1) The Great Tribulation will be a time when God

prepares Israel to receive her Messiah and to inherit her kingdom. During the “time of Jacob’s trouble,”

God will purge the rebels from among the nation (Eze. 20:33-44; Je. 30:1-11). He will then gather the

believing Israelites from among all nations and bring them into their land, never again to be removed or

to be ruled by the Gentiles. Christ shall be their only Ruler. (2) The Great Tribulation will be a time of

God’s wrath and judgment upon all nations and men for their willful rebellion and sin (Is. 13:9-11). (3)

The Great Tribulation is a time when God shall be exalted and man humbled (Is. 2:10-22; 13:11; 25:12;

17



26:5-6). (4) The worldwide deception of Antichrist will be judgment upon unbelievers for their rejection

of  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  (2  Th.  2:12;  Is.  29:9-13.  (5)  The  deception  of  the  Antichrist  will  be  the

culmination of  the warfare of  this  present  age.  The deceiving began in  the Apostles’  days  and will

gradually grow worse and worse toward a final worldwide state of deception (Ph. 3:18-19; 2 Ti. 3:13; 2

Pe. 2; 1 Jn.2:18-29; 4:1-6; 2 Jn. 7). (6) The Great Tribulation will be a day of salvation for multitudes (Re.

7). Though multitudes will be saved during the Great Tribulation, for those today who willfully reject or

carelessly put off the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God promises nothing but delusion and eternal judgment (2

Th. 2:8-12).

Major Events During the Great Tribulation

The tribulation is expounded up in the book of Revelation that was given to John on the isle of

Patmos, while he was exiled for his faith in Christ. Chapter four describes the throne and the One who is

worthy  to  sit  on  the  throne.  By  the  time,  the  true  believers  are  gone  and  the  apostates  and  the

unbelievers are left to go through the “wrath of God”. The first vision we see in heaven is the throne of

God. This represents the universal Government of God. We notice here the Jasper and Sardine stones,

which were the first and last stones of the breastplate worn by the priests in the Old Testament. On

these stones were found the names of Benjamin and Reuben. They were in this order because they

looked forward to the suffering and then the resurrection of Christ; whereas here John looks back and

sees the resurrection and then the suffering. The Jasper speaks of the resurrection, while and Sardine

speaks of His suffering. The rainbow, with it’s color of green speaks of the coming judgment, but mercy

will be remembered. This is a covenant sign. 

The twenty-four elders (4:4) are said by some to be angels, but this is not so. For one reason,

they will never be seated in a place of authority, nor crowned with golden crowns, and they cannot sing

redemption’s  song.  These  are  believed  by  many  to  be  saints  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,

representing  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  and  the  twelve  Apostles.  Some  believe  these  to  be

representatives of the church. They represent the twenty-four courses of the Levitical priesthood. (1
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Chron. 24:1-19). In Revelation 3:21-To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even

as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. The context of revelation three is

letters to literal churches that were in Asia Minor. The promise is only made to the church, and not to all

believers; therefore, the twenty-four elders are most likely saints of the New Testament Church. 

The  description  of  the  throne  is  found  in  Rev.  4:5.  The  thundering,  lightning,  and  voices

proceeding out of the throne are repeated in 8:5, 11:18, and 16:18. These are symbols of the judgment

of God, who is Lord over all creation. The seven lamps, or Spirits of God, speak of the seven-fold work of

the Holy Spirit: to convict of sin, to convert to salvation, to teach and reveal, to comfort, to fill with

power, to seal unto redemption, and to pray and intercede for the believer. 

The four living creatures found in verses 4-11 are most likely supernatural beings seen in the Old

Testament, and are always in connection with the throne and presence of God. A description is given in

Ezekiel 1:5-28-v.5-Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was

their appearance; they had the likeness of a man. 

To the carnal  mind, Revelation is  a close book,  or  one hard to understand,  but to the Spirit

controlled mind, it can be opened. The best way to interpret the book of Revelation is to interpret every

statement literally unless stated otherwise. 

THE SEVEN SEALED BOOK 

We now come to chapter five. The right interpretation of the mysterious little scroll or book will

give you correct understanding of the rest of the book. In chapter one there is the vision of Christ.

Chapters two and three gives us seven letters to literal New Testament Churches. In chapter four and

verse one, John was “caught away” or raptured. Chapter five is a continuation of chapter four, it begins

with the word “and”, which links the two chapters together. 
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The sealed scroll: John sees another holding a seven-sealed book, or scroll. Everything in Heaven

comes to a halt when the search begins for someone to open the book. To find out about this book,

Leviticus 25 must be looked at. There are three things that are to be redeemed here, the wife, the slave

or servant, and the land. All of the transactions, the price and all of the terms, were recorded on two

scrolls, one opened and one sealed. The nearest of kin could pay the price of redemption or the one

holding the mortgage could hold it until the year of Jubilee. When the terms of redemption were met,

the one paying the price could tear open the seals and give the land to the owner. It later came to be

one scroll, written inside and out. Redemption, then, is the key to this book, the book of Revelation! At

this point, two have been redeemed; the wife or bride of Christ, and servants of Him, but the earth is

still under curse. It must be redeemed also, for Christ is a perfect Redeemer, and the Second Adam must

deliver every realm, which came under the curse of Adam’s sin. 

Revelation 5:2-And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the

book, and to loose the seals thereof? From Leviticus 25 we learn the price must be paid in full by a

“kinsman redeemer”. The conditions of redemption are three-fold: 1. He must be a near relative of the

one who lost the inheritance, 2. He must be willing to act as the redeemer, 3. He must be able to pay the

price of redemption.

The only one who is able to open the book the only on e who could pay the price of redemption,

the Lord Jesus Christ, who paid the price for every man. Rev. 5:5-And one of the elders saith unto me,

Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and

to loose the seals thereof. Jesus meets the requirements, He is the root of David, He is willing as the

slain Lamb, and He is able as the Son of God.

THE HORSEMEN 

This  is  the study of  chapter  six in the book of  Revelation.  Scripture  makes it  plain that  this

present  age  will  end  in  war,  that  the  true  believers  will  be  caught  away,  and then there  shall  be

earthquakes, pestilence, diseases, and war loosed on the earth, This brief period is characterized by
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many  names,  “the  day  of  the  Lord”,  “the  day  of  Jacob’s  trouble”,  “the  day  of  darkness”,  or  the

tribulation, or great tribulation. The tribulation will end with the Battle of Armageddon and the coming

of the Lord in glory. It is divided into two parts, two three and one half periods. The first includes a time

of false peace and false safety, which true peace can only come through the Prince of Peace, Jesus

Christ. 

The four horsemen her are revealed as Christ opens to seals. After the first seal is opened the

first horseman comes forth. This horseman is riding upon a white horse, with a crown upon his head,

and a bow was in his hand, but no arrow. Many called this the Lord Jesus Christ, who rides upon a whit

horse in chapter 19. This man who comes forth here is the great counterfeit, the antichrist. Daniel 7:8b-

…and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.  This will

be the world’s last chance to pull all things together after one billion believers are taken form the earth,

all at one time. Imagine the catastrophic financial implications of this, having billions of dollars a year not

coming through governments all over the world. The antichrist steps upon the scene and promises the

world a peace and security that will not last. The opening of the second seal proves this. 

After the second seal is opened, the red horse comes on the scene. This rider has a great sword

in  his  hand.  This  red  horseman takes  away the “peace”  that  the  first  horseman tried to  establish.

Universal peace without the Prince of Peace will never last. A bloody war follows, but this is not just a

war between nations,  but a worldwide reign of  terror.  This  will  be carnage unknown before in the

history of the world. 

The third seal here brings on the appearance of a black horse with a pair of balances in his hand.

This rider brings a severe famine upon the land. A measure of wheat is around a quart in modern terms,

and the price of this is a day’s wages! Lamentations 5:10-Our skin was black like an oven because of the

terrible famine.
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The fourth seal brings upon the earth a pale rider. This rider is given a mane, Death, and hell was

right behind him. Satan claims a great harvest because power was given to him to kill one-fourth of the

earth with the sword, hunger, death, and with the beasts of the earth. Everybody that will be killed here

will be lost, and doomed for a devil’s hell. 

The  fifth  seal here  reveals  the  martyrs  that  were  slain  for  the  Word  of  God  and  for  their

testimonies. These people here are, most likely, the ones killed by the evil powers during the first part of

the tribulation, or right before the period starts. Matthew 24:9-The they shall deliver you up to afflicted,

and shall  kill you: and ye shall  be hated for my names sake. The question is asked by these faithful

people, “How long O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell

on the earth? This question is answered later in chapter eighteen. The Lord here says that they must

wait for a little while because there are still  many brethren that should see the same fate as these

people saw. 

The sixth seal must, I believe, be taken literally. This earthquake that follows is a real one and is

very severe. Matthew twenty-four speaks of earthquakes, and this is one of them. Immediately ager the

quake, the sun is darkened; the moon turns to blood red, and the stars fall to earth form heaven. 6:14-

And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were

moved out of their places. These judgments are not unusual to God. While Jesus hung on the cross in

Matthew 27:45-Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And

v.51-And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did

quake,  and  the  racks  rent,  there  were  acts  that  only  God  could  perform.  Immediately  after  this

earthquake in Revelation 6, the rulers and kings and every lost man on the earth sees the wrath of God

and begs the mountains and rocks to fall on them. They seek death but they cannot find it. Revelation

6:7 sums it all up; For the great day of his wrath is come; who shall be able to stand?

144,000
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Chapter seven is a pause between the sixth and seventh seals of the sealed scroll. This chapter is

divided into three sections. This book is not hard to understand, it is not a dark and hidden book, but is

“revealed” to the saved of the earth. 

I. The staying of the judgments of God-7:1-3. We do not need to assume that God is getting soft here in his

wrath, not at all, but He always mingles judgment with mercy. God here is having mercy on His chosen

ones who will  carry the gospel message to the world.  The wrath is  stayed,  or  paused,  because the

servants have not been sealed. Compare this with Ephesians 1:13-In whom ye also trusted, after the ye

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also after that ye believed, ye were

sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. Thank God for this promise. Also compare this with the story of

Passover, in which the Hebrews were sealed while the death angel passed over. 

II. The sealing of His servants-7:4-8. “Who are these servants, the 144,000?” 

Many cults today make claims to their identity.

A. The Seventh day Adventists claim that these are the faithful ones who have kept the Sabbath Day when

Jesus comes. They claim those who worship on Sunday bear the Mark of the Beast. 

B. The Jehovah’s Witnesses claim these are the “over comers”, the ones who have been “elected” to go to

heaven from this present world. 

One thing here is certain; they are Jews, 12.000 from each of the twelve tribes, and they have never

been with a woman Rev. 14:4. These are not Gentiles!

III. The  saved  multitude-7:9-17.  This  group  who  are  saved  here  by  the  message  of  the  144,000,  are

innumerable. The Bible record some very high numbers, some of these reach up into the hundreds of

millions. This number of saved that stand before the Lamb of God may be over one billion. This is the

true mercy of God. This must not be seen as a second chance for non-believers during the tribulation. It

is plain from 2 Thessalonians 2:7-11 that everyone who heard the gospel and the rejected it will be sent

strong delusions and will believe a lie. 

THE SEVEN TRUMPETS

       Revelation 8-9

The  word trumpet  is  mentioned several  times  in  the  Word of  God.  Here in  Revelation,  the

trumpet is mentioned again,  coming after the pause of chapter seven. The seventh and final seal is
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opened, after which come the seven trumpets of God. The main text of Revelation is broken into four

“sevens”; Seven churches, Seven seals, Seven trumpets, and Seven vials.

The “calm before the storm” is found in verse one. The sealed scroll is now fully opened, and

there is a holy hush in heaven, awaiting the results. After this thirty-minute pause, seven angels prepare

to blow these trumpets. The other angel here is most likely the Lord Jesus. The prayers of the suffering

saints here crying out God can only be carried to God by the one mediator between God and man, Christ

Jesus. 1 Tim. 2:5. These saints are not praying for mercy, they are praying for the fire of judgment. 

The trumpet judgments follow this. The first trumpet is to be interpreted literally, because we

interpret Exodus 9:18-26 that way when God brought hail on the land of Egypt. We still serve the same

God. Note that the hail falls on the third part of the earth. Three is a divine number. Four is the number

of the earth. I the first four judgments we read “third part” twelve times. Twelve is the number of God’s

Government concerning the earth. 

The second trumpet, v. 8, is the judgment of God on the sea, the creatures of the sea, the ships,

and all else concerning the oceans of the world. All of these things were destroyed in the third parts. 

The third trumpet, v. 10-11, brings “Wormwood”, which means bitter on all of the fresh waters

of the world. Many of the men died because of this.

In verses twelve and thirteen one-third of the sun, moon and stares are darkened. It was dark for

one-third of the day and light for one-third of the night. Utter turmoil and distress are falling on the

earth during these trumpet judgments. These are bad enough, but the angel in verse thirteen says the

next three trumpets will be very bad. 
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After the angel sounds the fifth trumpet, the Bible goes into great detail about the creatures that

arise  up  out  of  the  bottomless  pit  and torment men for  five  months.  So  much smoke  follows the

creatures that the sun is blackened. These creatures ate called locusts in verse three, and are given

power, …as the scorpions have power. Scorpions have the power to sting and torment people by making

them sick. There were limitations to what they could damage, though. They could not hurt the trees, the

grass, any green thing, or the men who were sealed by God in their foreheads. They also could not kill

the lost men, but they did cause great torment to these men that they wished they were dead. Men

sought death but could not find it: they could not even die. In verses seven through ten, these creatures

are described in detail.

The sixth trumpet signifies the gathering of the two million-man army from the east. The sixth

angel that sounds the trumpet was instructed to loose the four angels that were bound in the river

Euphrates.  These angels  were prepared for  a  very specific time, even to the very hour,  and a very

specific purpose, to slay one-third of the men of the earth. That their only purpose for being created. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39 

This  is  where Ezekiel’s  great prophecy comes into play.  The prophecy in these chapters was

written nearly 580 years before Christ came the first time. This is not the battle of Armageddon, which

happens when Jesus comes to earth to destroy and make war in Rev.19. This is a battle that happens at

the mid-point of the tribulation period, immediately following the first three and one-half years. This

battle  involves  Gog  and Magog,  which  is  modern  day  Russia.  This  is  solidified by  the  reference  to

Meshech and Tubal, which is Moscow and Tobolsk. Ezekiel 38:4 says that God will put hooks in the jaws

of the army and will  force  them to attack the land of  Israel,  thereby sealing their  fate.  Notice the

reference to horses and horsemen clothed in all  sorts of armour in verse four and compare this to

Revelation 9:17 which speaks of horses with breastplates of fire and all sorts of precious stones in them. 

In  Ezekiel  38:5  there  is  reference  made  to  Persia  (modern  day  Iran),  Ethiopia  (modern  day

Sudan), and Libya. Most scholars have called these “The three most dangerous Islamic countries the
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world knows today”. This is a battle where Russia and her allies link up with the Islamic community and

come against Israel. The Muslims of today do not have the power to come against Israel, their most

hated enemy, but if they link up with Russia, who has a great army and nuclear weapons, they could

make a run for it and try to destroy Israel. Ez. 38:11 tells of a time of “peace and safety” which is the first

half of the tribulation period. 

During the invasion, God shows the land of Israel the He is God once and for all. Ez. 38:23-Thus I

will magnify myself and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall

know that I am the LORD. As Russia and the rest of the armies are coming against the land of Israel, God

causes them to fall in the open fields, and to be overtaken, Compare: 

Ez. 38:22-And I will plead him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon

his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire,

and brimstone. 

Revelation 9:18-By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke,

and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 

Ezekiel 39:9-29 speaks of a cleansing of the land, of all the dead men that were there after the

battle. In verse nine, we see that it takes seven years to destroy all of their weapons. In verse twelve we

see that it takes seven months to bury the dead, working men with continual employments, around the

clock. If  any visitors pass through the land and see a man’s bones, he is to put a flag up around it,

signifying that it is to be buried. 

WHY?

Why must this war happen, and why must one-third off all the armies die? Why must Russia and

all  of  the Muslims come against  Israel  an be defeated by God? There is  one simple answer to this

question. At the mid-point of the tribulation, the antichrist comes forth, presents himself as God, and
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makes the sacrifice that is the Abomination of desolation. (Daniel 9:27) All of the  lost world worships

him and is under his control. Knowing all of this, would the Islamic religion, the followers of Allah and

Mahammad, who will die for these “gods”, would they follow a man who presented himself as God

almighty? Would they turn their backs upon Allah and worship a man whom they don’t even know? The

obvious answer is NO! They must be taken out or have their numbers greatly reduced so they cannot

stand against the antichrist. The one-third that is slain in this war is predominately Muslim5

THE LITTLE BOOK 

    Revelation 10

Here we are given another pause or  parenthesis  before the seventh trumpet is  sounded.  In

verses one through three we see a description of an angel who comes down form heaven. This angel is

the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, as described by the rainbow, the face as the sun, and the feet as pillars of

fire. He also puts one foot on the land and one on the sea, which speaks of His Divine power and

ownership over the whole world. 

The little book that Jesus gave to John to eat is under dispute as to the exact interpretation. It is

not necessary to tell exactly what was written there or to how it applies to us now. All we need to know

is in the Bible, and we need nothing else. It would be foolish to speculate what was written there. Rev.

chapter ten and verse six says that Jesus looked up into heaven and swore by God that there shall be

time no longer, and that the seventh angel would bring an end to the mystery of God. Christ’s final

instruction to John was that he would have to prophesy before many people, nations, tongues, and

kings.

THE TWO WITNESSES 

   Revelation 11:1-18

5  Some of the facts presented here are from “The Final Jihad” as preached by Dr. Ron Westmoreland, Bethel Baptist
Church, 2003.
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In Ezekiel thirty-nine verse twenty-two, every living Jew will be saved and turn to God, so this

chapter opens up with John measuring the temple, that God has prepared for His people. God tells John

not to measure the outer court, which He gives to the gentiles, who tread it out forty-two months, or 3.5

years. 

In verses three through twelve the two witnesses are described, along with their purpose and

plan. Who are these two men? Does the Bible tell us who they are? These two men are called olive trees

the verse four, which tells us that they are definitely Jewish. 

Witness one: There is absolutely no question that the first one is Elijah. Malachi 4:5-6-Behold, I

will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he

shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and he heart of the children to their fathers, lest I

come and smite the earth with a curse. Elijah was connected with many miracles in the Old Testament,

such as causing it  not to rain, which will  be done by the two witnesses. He also was taken up in a

whirlwind, so that he never died a natural death. John the Baptist was said to have fulfilled this scripture

because…he came in the spirit and power of Elijah, Lk. 1:17. The two problems with this are that John

came in the SPIRIT of Elijah, not him in the flesh. Also, he is to come before the Great day of the Lord,

which was we know is the great tribulation.

The second witness is not as cut and dry. There is little doubt as to the identity of the man who

will assist Elijah. The second man is, undoubtedly, Moses. God spoke to Moses face to face; he was a

prophet of God. Moses did great miracles that will be duplicated by these men during the tribulation

time. Rev. 11:6 says these men will have power to turn water to blood, and Moses did this in Exodus

7:20. In Matthew 17:3, Jesus was on the Mount of Transfiguration, and was met by two prophets, Elijah

and Moses. Some may say, “Moses was not ‘taken’ as Elijah was”, and this is true, but consider this…

when Moses died, the Bible says that the natural attributes where not abated or lessened. Deut. 34:7-

And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural

force abated. Since we expect Moses to have his natural body when he comes back, we then should take
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a look at why Satan wanted to find the body. Jude 9-Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with

the devil he disputed about the body of Moses… Deut. 34:5,6-So Moses the servant of the LORD died

there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. And He (GOD) buried him in a valley in

the land of Moab,  over against  Bethpear: but no man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day.  God

buried Moses, and NO man knows where it is. God is preserving the body until Moses comes back to use

it.  This is not unusual because the dead saints will  be reunited with their bodies at the time of the

rapture. Also, God preserved the Israelites bodies and clothing for forty years in the wilderness. 

The Lord gives these two witnesses power to perform miracles in the sight of the lost world.

These men are to evangelize the known world. Television will  show these men as they are working

among the heathen. These men are hated by the antichrist, because, during the 1260 days they are

spreading the gospel, they are turning many to the Lord. The evil one comes against the two and kills

them. The dead bodies lay in the street for three and on-half days until brought back to life by the spirit

of God. The wicked world rejoices in the deaths of these two, proving that the world truly does hate the

preaching of the gospel. After God calls up these men to heaven, a great earthquake occurs and many

people give glory to God, but not to true repentance. 

Verse fifteen gives us the seventh trumpet, or the third woe. This signifies the end of the Great

Tribulation and the concluding statements. Just after this trumpet sound, we see the opened temple.

This opened represents God in all of His holiness. 

THE WAR IN HEAVEN

Revelation 11:19-13:18

The woman with child here in chapter twelve, verses on through two can only represent Israel.

The Catholic church says that she is the virgin Mary. Some say that she is the professing church, and the
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man child is the overcomers, who escaped the tribulation. The Christian Scientists calm that she is the

founder of their cult, who is to be worshipped. 

The true explanation of this vision is that she is Israel, and the man child is the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first thing we see is that she is clothed with the sun, which is stated in Malachi 4:2, also-But unto

you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;  and ye shall go

forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. She also has twelve stars upon her crown, which is found in

Genesis thirty-seven, verse nine. 

The great red dragon is verses three and four is Satan. Revelation 20:2-And he laid hold on the

dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan…

The work of the red dragon is to destroy the child as soon as it is born, but the plan is thwarted.

The child is taken into the wilderness and escapes the plan of the devil. The man-child is the Lord Jesus

Christ. Israel brought forth the Messiah so we could be delivered from the bondage of sin and the world.

The rod of iron speaks of Jesus ruling during the millennial reign. The woman flees Satan and goes into

the wilderness, where the Lord feeds her.

Michael

Most people thing that heaven will be a place of constant peace and tranquility. They think that

the devil is never there. In verse seven we see that Michael, the only Archangel mentioned in scripture,

is at war with the devil, and this war takes place in heaven! The angels of heaven cast out Satan and his

devils, and …neither was there place found any more in heaven. The saints of heaven rejoice and sing

praises to God. These saints overcame the devil by the word of their testimonies and by the BLOOD OF

THE LAMB. 
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Chapter thirteen introduces us to the two beasts. Keep in mind that the term “beast” does not

mean that these persons are animals. They are persons that act like animals instead of humans. These

verses present the “satanic trinity”----Satan, the Beast (Antichrist), and the False Prophet. 

I. Antichrist: The Beast from the Sea (13:1-10)

Verse 1 can read, “And he [Satan,  12:17] stood upon the sand of the sea.”  The sea symbolizes the

nations (17:15), as does the sand of the sea (20:8). Satan calls out his “superman” from the nations and

reveals his true character to the world. Up until now, the Antichrist has been operating peacefully as the

friend of Israel. He made a covenant with the Jews three and on-half years before (Dan. 9:27), promising

them the protection of the federation of Europe that he controls. But now this world ruler is to be

revealed in his true satanic character. (For the heads, horns, and crowns, see 17:10-12.)

Three animals are used to describe the Beast, resembling Daniel’s prophecy in Dan. 7. Please

read the chapter carefully. The four beasts picture four successive empires: Babylon (the lion), Media-

Persia (the bear), Greece (the leopard), and the kingdom of Antichrist (the dreadful fourth Beast). The

“little horn” of Dan. 7:8 is the Beast of Rev. 13, the Antichrist. Note that John saw the animals in reverse,

since he was looking back; Daniel was looking ahead. In other words, the kingdom of the Beast will be a

continuation of these kingdoms, a revival of the Roman Empire. 

Who is the Beast? Bible students have differed in their interpretation of the symbols in Rev. 13

and 17. It is important to note that three times we are told of his wound (13:3, 12, 14). This might

suggest that the Beast will be slain and raised from the dead. In 11:7 and 17:8, we are told that the Beast

ascends out of the pit, which certainly suggests a resurrection. Some think he will be Judas, raised from

the dead. Both the Beast and Judas are called “the son of perdition” (John 17:12; 2 Thes. 2:3); Judas is

called “a devil” in John 6:70. Whoever he might be, the Beast Satan’ superman, his counterfeit Christ.

The whole will admire the Beast and worship Satan (v. 4), something Satan has always craved. 
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Up to this  point,  the Beast has been head of  the federation of Europe,  working in close co-

operation with the world church (Rev. 17). He will  pretend to be obedient to this apostate religious

system and will  use it to further his own conquests. About the middle of the Tribulation, Egypt and

Russia will invade Palestine (Ezek. 37-38), forcing the Beast to protect the Jews. When the Beast gets to

Israel, he will find that God has defeated Russia; and the Beast will decide to conquer Israel. He will at

this point destroy the apostate church (the harlot of Rev. 17) and set himself up as the ruler and god of

the world.  Satan  will  give  him power to  do wonders;  2  Thes.  2  states  that  God will  allow “strong

delusion” to come upon the unbelieving world. People would not accept Christ, who is the Truth, but

they will receive Antichrist, “The Lie.” The Beast will blaspheme the church in heaven and persecute the

believing Jewish remnant on earth. As we saw in Rev. 11, at this point he will also slay the two witnesses,

whose bodies will be raised from the dead after three and one-half days.6

II. The False Prophet: The Beast from the Land (13:11-18)

We see satanic trinity (vv.  19-20).  Satan counterfeits the Father;  the Beast is the imitation Son and

Savior; and the False Prophet counterfeits the Spirit. This second beast comes from “the land,” which

probably means Israel. He is likely to be a Jew. We find in Dan. 9:26 that Antichrist will have Roman

citizenship; but, like Paul, he could be a Roman Jew. However, Antichrist will need an associate to help

him win the world. This associate will be False Prophet. He has “horns like a lamb,” suggesting peace and

friendliness, but there are no crowns (authority) on the horns. Satan gives him the same power as the

first beast, but his task is to glorify the Beast and get the world to follow and worship him. Read Dan. 3

for a similar situation.

The False Prophet will duplicate the miracles of the two witnesses by making fire come from

heaven (11:5; 13:13). This event will fulfill Paul’s prophecy of 2 Thes. 2:9 and Christ’s prophecy in Matt.

24:24. 

The False Prophet is the one who orders the image of the Beast made. This is the “abomination

of desolation” found in Matt. 24:15, Dan. 11:45, and 2 Thes. 2:4. The Beast will have his image set up in

6  Wiersbe’s Commentary of the New Testament. Warren Wiersbe,
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the restored Jewish temple in Jerusalem at this time. This image will  come to life! It will  speak and

greatly amaze the world. Both the Beast and His image will speak “great things” and utter blasphemies

against heaven.

Worldwide worship is not the only goal of the False Prophet. He will also establish worldwide

economic  controls.  Just  as  the  144,000  have  the  Father’s  mark  on  their  foreheads  (14:1),  so  the

followers of the beast will have his mark on their foreheads or on their right hand. This mark will enable

them to buy and sell. Those who do not follow the Beast and who do not have his mark (his name) will

suffer greatly; see 20:4. Satan will now have what he has always wanted: the world will be worshiping

him, and he will be in complete control of all the kingdoms of the world, the only “fly in the ointment” is

that Christ is reigning in heaven, and His kingdom will one day be established on earth. Satan will vent

his fury upon the saints of God on earth since he cannot touch Christ and the saints in heaven.

Verses 17-18 have caused a great deal of speculation: what is the meaning of the number of the

Beast, 666? It is interesting to note that the first six Roman numerals add up to 666 (I=1; V=5; X=10;

L=50; C=100; and D=500). This suggests, of course, the revival of the Roman Empire, but it does not tell

us anything about the Beast. Both Nebuchadnezzar’s image and the giant Goliath are identified with the

number 6 (Dan. 3:1 and 1 Sam. 17:4-7), indicating that the Beast will be a “superman” in the eyes of the

world.  We do know that,  in both Hebrew and Greek, numbers are made from letters, as in Roman

numerals.  The numerical  value of “Jesus” in Greek is 888. However, it  is  futile to juggle letters and

numbers to try to discover the name of the world ruler. 

Six is the number of man. Man was created on the sixth day, and was given six days for labor. The

total hours of the day are a multiple of six (4x6=24); so are the number of months (2x6=12) and the

number of minutes (6x10=60). The Hebrew OT uses four different words for “man,” and the Greek NT

uses two, a total of six. There are six different names for both the serpent and the lion in the OT; both

are symbols of Satan. History tells us that the number “six” was used in the secret mystery religions of

the East. It seems, then, that the Antichrist’s number “666” represents the highest man can become
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apart from Christ. He is Satan’s “superman,” his false Christ. Seven is the number of perfection, and this

Satan cannot reach. 7

The beginning of the end 

Chapter fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, and nineteen all tell of the last judgment

of the world and the devil. Chapter Fourteen starts off telling us about the 144,000 male, Jewish, virgins

who have been evangelizing the earth during the tribulation period. 

Notice in verse six-And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting

gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and

people, that even in the most fierce judgment that man has ever known, God sill shows mercy on the

world by giving them the gospel one last time. This is  truly how good our God is! Verse eight says

Babylon is fallen, which is discussed later in chapter eighteen. Another Angel tells of the great wrath that

will be poured out upon the people who worship the beast (antichrist) and the ones who have taken the

mark of the beast. And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the

beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, he same shall drink of the wine

of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.

Rev. 14:9-10.

The Fighting of the Battle of Armageddon (14:14-20

John sees Christ on a white cloud, coming with a sickle to reap the harvest of the earth. It is a picture of

judgment. When He came in the flesh, He came as a sower of the seed; but people rejected the seed of

the  Word (Matt.  13:3-23).  Instead,  they  received  Satan’s  lies.  Now  Christ  must  come as  a  Reaper,

7  IBID
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bringing judgment to the world. “The harvest of the earth is ripe!” calls the second angel. God knows

just when to judge; He patiently waits for the seeds of iniquity to come to fruition (James 1:14-15; Gen.

15:16). This is an anticipation of the battle of Armageddon (Joel 3:11-13),   Assemble yourselves, and

come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to

come down,  O LORD. 12 let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for

there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get

you down; for the press is full, the vats overflow; for their wickedness is great.  Verse 20 presents a

terrifying picture: the blood will run for 200 miles out of the city of Jerusalem, and be as deep as the

distance form the houses’ bridles to the ground! This is the winepress of God’s wrath (19:15). See Isa.

63:1-6. 

The Vials and Their Significance (15:5-8)

Verse 1 indicates that the angels with the seven vials (bowls) carry the seven last plagues. You

will recall that in 10:7, Christ had announced that, with the pouring out of the vials, the “mystery of

God” would be completed and there would be no more delay. In these seven last judgments, God will

complete His wrath. Satan at this time is pouring out terrible wrath upon believers, the Jews especially

(12:12ff); but God will have the last word. 

Once again, the temple of heaven is opened; see 11:19. The earthly temple has been taken over

by the Beast (13:13ff; 2 Thes. 2:3-4), but the Beast cannot touch the heavenly temple. All he can do is

blaspheme it (13:6). The opening of the temple is another reminder that God will keep His covenant with

His people, Israel. Many of the believing Jews have fled to Edom, Moab, and Ammon, where God will

protect them. Others will die for their faith, along with many Gentiles. 

Seven angels come out of the temple. Seven is the number of completion, and with seven angels

delivering these vials of wrath, God’s judgments are completed on earth. The angels come out of the

holy of holies,  where the ark and the tables of the law are kept.  The wicked world has defied and

disobeyed God’s  Law,  but  now judgment is  coming.  The  robes  of  these angels  signify  holiness  and
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royalty. The white linen reminds us of the dress of the OT priests; the golden girdle speaks of the king.

This is another reminder that the saints of God are “kings and priests” (Rev. 1:6), a royal priesthood.

Their dress also takes us back to the description of Christ in 1:13; for He is the High Priest after the order

Melchizedek. 

One of the living creatures delivers the bowls of wrath to the angels. All of nature (symbolized by

these four creatures) will taste of the wrath of God. 

The heavenly temple is now filled with smoke from the glory of God. When the OT tabernacle

was dedicated, God’s glory filled the tent (Ex. 40:34-35), as it did when the OT temple was dedicated (2

Chron. 7:1-4). During these events no smoke mingled with the glory. Here, however, we have smoke,

usually a symbol of judgment (9:2). When the Prophet Isaiah saw the glory of God, the whole house was

filled with the smoke (Isa. 6:4). This was because Isaiah’ message was one of judgment as well as mercy.

John states that nobody in heaven was allowed into the temple until the bowls of wrath had been

poured out. No saint or angel could go into the temple to intercede for the nations of the world. The

nations were “beyond intercession”; God’s long-suffering had come to the end, and His judgment was

about to fall. 

Students of prophecy are not agreed on the chronological arrangement of the seals, trumpets,

and vials. Many students believe that these three sets of judgments follow after each other: the seventh

seal  leads  into  the  trumpets,  and  the  seventh  trumpet  leads  into  the  vials,  like  three parts  of  the

telescope. But if this is so, then the seven trumpets and seven vials are actually contained in the seventh

seal. This might suggest that the seven seals are actually opened throughout the entire seven years of

tribulation,  with  the  trumpets  and  vials  coming  in  quick  succession  at  the  end.  In  his  excellent

commentary on Revelation, William R. Newell contends that the first six seals will be broken during the

first three and one-half years, and that the seventh seal (which includes the trumpets and vials) covers

the last three and one-half years. 
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The Great Whore

Chapter seventeen and eighteen tell us about Babylon, that great city. The Bible calls this place,

or system, a great whore. There are several symbols involved in this description, but the angel explains

them to us. If we accept the interpretation of God’s Word, we will  have little trouble understanding

what the chapter teaches. 

A. The woman. 

Verse 18 makes it clear that she is a city, and in John’s day, she was reigning over the kings of the earth.

The seven heads of v. 3 are identified as seven mountains in v. 9. There seems to be little doubt that the

city is Rome. It is situated on seven hills; when Revelation was written, Rome was reigning over the kings

of the earth. 

B. The Beast. 

This is the same Beast we met in chapter 13, the Antichrist. Verse 8 indicates that this world ruler will

come out of the bottomless pit, suggesting that he was raised from the dead. “Perdition” links him with

Judas (John 17:12; 2 Thes. 2:3); and for this reason, some students believe that Antichrist will be Judas

raised form the dead. The Beast is scarlet- colored, linking him with the dragon, Satan (12:3). The fact

that the Beast has seven heads and ten horns also identifies him with Satan (see 12:3 and 13:1). Verse

10 tells us that the seven heads are seven kings (as well as seven mountains); and v. 12 explains that the

ten horns are ten more kings. So, the Beast resembles the kingdom of Antichrist as well as his own

person.  The “seven kings”  of  v.  10 could also be translated “seven kingdoms.”  In other words,  the

kingdom of the Beast will be the seventh world kingdom, the one that “has not yet come.” 

C. The seven heads. 

We have already seen that these heads represent seven mountains (v. 9) and seven kings or kingdoms

(v. 10). The five kingdoms that had fallen were Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece. The kingdom

“that is” would be Rome in John’s day; the one yet to come, the seventh, would be the kingdom of the

Beast. If we compare the seven heads to specific kings, then the five who were fallen (of Roman rulers)

would be, Julius Caesar, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero. The “one that is” would be Domitian; the

one yet to come, the Beast, the king of the revived Roman Empire. 

D. The ten horns.

Verse 12 explains that these are ten more kings. They parallel the ten toes of Daniel’s image in Dan.

2:36-45, the revived Roman Empire. In John’s day, these kings had not yet received their power; it is
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reserved for the last days when the federation of Europe, headed by the Beast, comes to power. Note

that these ten kings willingly give support to the Beast in his battle against Christ and the saints; and

that, will the help of the Beast, they will destroy the great harlot.

E. The waters. 

The waters on which the harlot is seated are the peoples of the world (v. 15). She will have influence

over the whole world, politically, economically and, most of all, religiously8

The  harlot  represents  the  apostate  world  church  of  the  latter  days,  centered  in  Rome.  The  name

“Babylon: takes us back to Gen. 10:1 -11 and 11:1-9, where the first organized rebellion against God

took  place.  The  name “Babel”  means  “confusion”  and stands  for  apostate  religion.  The  Babylonian

system has been guilty of persecuting true believers ever since Cain killed Abel. All anti-Christian sects

(even  those  that  call  themselves  “Christian”)  that  have  killed  God’s  servants  are  a  part  of  this

abominable system. 

In the last days, on world church will be formed. This world church (the harlot) will be involved in the

political and economic affairs of the world and, with the help of the Beast, will become a great power.

The world church will “ride into power” on the back of the Beast, that is, with the help of Satan and the

United States of Europe. 

The beast will  get the support of the ten kings as he rides to victory (Rev. 6:1-2). A union will  exist

between the nations of Europe, the Beast, and the world church. The scene in chapter 17 takes place

during the first half of the Tribulation. Note that the Beast has not yet been revealed in his true satanic

character.

During the middle of the Tribulation, the Beast will  want to have all  power and worship for himself

(chap. 13). This means he must get rid of the harlot, because she represents the worship of God, if even

in an apostate way, Verse 16 indicates that the federated nations of Europe will turn against the world

church and destroy her, fulfilling the prophecy of Rev. 2:20-23. Once the harlot is out of the way, the

Beast will declare himself to be a god and demand the worship of the nations. 

8  IBID
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The apostate church is called a “harlot,” while the true church is pictured as a pure bride. The harlot is in

the wilderness; the bride is in heaven. The harlot is adorned by Satan (17:4), while the bride is adorned

by Christ (19:8). The harlot is judged forever; the bride reigns forever. The harlot is stained with the

blood of the martyrs; the bride is redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. 

It behooves dedicated Christians to separate themselves from Satan’s false church and to identify with

those who are true to Christ and the Word of God. The false church may appear to be successful for a

season, but her doom is fixed. This “church” is none other that the Roman Catholic of today. 

Chapter 19

The Lord is preparing to judge the blood that the Catholic church has spilled over the years and

He is going to answer the question that says, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and

avenge our blood…?” Jesus tells the great company of saved people in heaven to saddle up, we are

going to clean the earth of every sinful thing that was ever there. In 4:1, heaven opens to let the church

in: but here, heaven opens to let Christ and His armies ride forth in victory. At His trial, Christ said that

the father could send legions of angels to deliver Him; and here the Lord rides forth with the armies of

glory: OT saints, the church, and the angels (Matt. 25:31; 1 Thes. 3:13). In 6:1, the Antichrist had ridden

on a white horse, imitating Christ, but here the “Faithful and True” (v. 11) rides forth to judge and make

war (Ps. 45).

This description of Christ is thrilling! He is no longer on a humble donkey, but on a fiery white

charger. His eyes are not filled with tears as when He beheld Jerusalem; nor is He wearing a mocking

crown  of  thorns.  Instead  of  being  stripped by  His  enemies,  He  wears  a  garment  dipped  in  blood,

signifying judgment and victory.  When on earth,  he  was abandoned by His  followers;  but  here the

armies of heaven follow Him in conquest. His mouth does not speak “words of grace” (Luke 4:22), but

rather the Word of victory and justice. See Isa. 11:4. He comes to rule with a rod of iron (Ps. 2). He

comes not to bear the wrath of God on the cross, but to tread the winepress of God’s wrath at the Battle

of Armageddon. He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

Keep in mind that the armies of the east have gathered in Palestine to oppose the Beast and his

armies. But they will see the sign of the Son of Man in the heavens, and all unite to oppose Christ. Read

again Rev. 16:12-16 and 14:14-20.
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The Best and Worst Chapter

Chapter twenty is a great chapter because it tells us that the false prophet and the beast are

thrown into hell and the devil follows them there, but only for a little while. This will be a great victory

for the saints who have been tormented by them and who have overcome them. Verse twelve is the bad

part, though. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which

were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and

death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to

their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, and whosoever

was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. This passage is referred to as the

Great White Throne Judgment. This is where the lost are judged by God and sentenced to an everlasting

punishment in the lake of fire, where they will never be let out! Imagine being there to see it, and our

loved ones cast there, and lost people we never witnessed to or mentioned Christ to. 

As the devil is burning in hell, Jesus rules the earth with a rod of iron and he sits upon the throne

of David. No more government ruled by man, Jesus will be all powerful to rule as he pleases. 1 And there

shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2 nd the spirit of

the LORD shall res upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 3 and shall make him of quick understanding in the

fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of

his ears: 4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the

earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay

the wicked. 5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 6

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the

young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 And the cow and the bear shall

feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 And the sucking

child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. 9

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of

the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. Isaiah 11:1-9 
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The theme of these two chapters is stated in 21:5: “Behold, I make all  things new!” While it

would be interesting and edifying to go into the many details of these chapters, we will have to confine

ourselves to the main lessons. Note the “new things” that will be a part of the believer’s eternal home. 

I. The New Heaven and Earth (21:1-2)

The Gk. Word for “new” means “new in character” rather than “new in time,” and this suggests that God

will renovate the old heaven and earth and remove all that is sinful and destructive. Note 2 Peter 3:7-10,

where we are told that a fiery judgment brings about this renewal of the old creation, “Passed away”

does not mean “destroyed.” The fact that there is “no more sea” is significant, since John was exiled on

an island and separated from those he loved. Two-thirds of the globe today is water; so that in the new

creation, God will have devised a whole new system for watering the earth. 

II.  The New Jerusalem (21:9-27)

Verse 2 suggests that this heavenly city will hover over the earth during the Millennium, and then

descend when the new creation is ushered in. the city is identified with god’s people; she is looked upon

as a bride. You will recall that the Babylonian system of chapter 17 was pictured as a harlot. After all, a

city is not its buildings; it is the people who live in it. In Gen. 4:17, rebellious Cain went out from God’s

presence and built  a city;  but believing Abraham “looked for  a city…whose builder was God” (Heb.

11:10). The new Jerusalem is that city. Note that the city unites God’s people of the OT and the NT,

Israel and the church. The tribes of Israel are named on the gates, and the twelve apostles are named on

the  foundation  stones.  (On  the  apostles,  see  Eph.  2:20  and  Matt.  19:28.)  The  dimensions  and

descriptions of the city stagger our imagination. “Foursquare” means “equal on all sides”; which may

mean the city is a perfect cube, a “holy of holies” radiant with the presence of God. Or, it would be a

pyramid. I  either case, the city measures about  1,500 miles each way, or two-thirds the size of the

Untied States! The beautiful colors of the gems (vv. 18-20) suggest the “manifold (many-colored) grace

of God” in 1 Peter 4:10. Consult your Bible dictionary for the colors of these jewels. 

Several  things are missing from the city: a temple, natural  light,  and night.  Since God dwells

personally with His people, no temple is necessary. His glory replaces the glory of the sun, moon, and

start. Night in the Bible symbolizes death, sin, sorrow; these things are banished from the city forever.
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The gates will never be shut, so God’s people will have access to the city from every part of His renewed

universe! This new earth will have nations (v. 24, see also 22:2). All the glory of these nations will be

brought to God, where it belongs.

V. The Final Message (22:6-21)

 Three times at the close of this book Christ says, “I am Coming quickly!” (vv. 7, 12, 20). The word

“quickly” suggests “swiftly.” It means that when these great events start to occur, there will be no delay.

We do not know when Christ will appear, and it behooves us to be ready. 

In Dan. 12:4, the prophet was told to seal up the book; John, on the other hand, was commanded

not to seal the book because “the time is at hand” (v. 10). Daniel’s words would not be fulfilled for many

years; John’s prophecy would come to pass shortly. Verse 11 is not an enticement for sinners to remain

unchanged; otherwise the invitation in v.  17 would be a mockery.  Instead,  v.  11 is  warning us that

continued sin  defines  character  and determines  destiny.  “The  wicked shall  do  wickedly,”  says  Dan.

12:10.  When Christ comes, our true character will  be revealed.  Another lesson of  this  verse is  that

people make their own decisions; God does not force them to be either wicked or righteous. Compare

22:15 with 21:8. 

The final verse of this book present a plea, a prayer, and a promise. In vv. 7 and 12, the Lord has

said, “I come quickly!” In v.17, the Spirit and the bride say “Come!” to the Lord Jesus. The Spirit prays

through the church for the return of the Savior. The lost soul is invited to “Come, drink of the water of

life!” The last prayer of the Bible is that of the Holy Spirit through John saying, “Even so come, Lord

Jesus!” This ought to be our daily prayer also. 

Verses 18-19 are a warning against tampering with God’s Word. Satan loves for men to add to

the Word or take from the Word, but to do so is to invite judgment. Note Deut. 4:2 and Prov. 30: 5-6. In

John’s day, books were copied by hand, and the copyist might have been tempted to edit or emend the

material. Even today, people add their theories and traditions to God’s Word or strike from it whatever

does not fit into their scheme of theology. John’s warning applied specifically to the Book of Revelation,

but certainly it includes all of the Word of God. 
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Thus ends the last book of the Bible, the book of the last things. We can end these study notes in

no better way than to echo the prayer of the Spirit, “Even so come, Lord Jesus!”

A PERSONAL NOTE

If after reading this paper, you have had any doubt at all about your personal relationship with

Jesus Christ, the Bible is very clear how to know for sure you are going to heaven. Salvation is in the

person of Jesus Christ, not what we do for Him, but what we do with Him and his free gift of salvation. 

1. You must realize you are a sinner-  Romans 3:23, For all have sinned, come short of the glory of God.

Every man who has ever walked upon the earth, from Adam on, have sinned and done bad things.

2. There is a penalty for this sin  -Luke 13:3, I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

Romans 6:23a,  For the wages of sin is death.  God has a penalty for sin, it is a spiritual death in hell.

Revelation tells us of a second death in the lake of fire, or hell. Do not go here my friend

3. Jesus paid our sin debt for us  - Romans 5:8, But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Jesus loves you and wants to save you today. He died on the cross

for you to go to heaven one day. 

4. All you have to do is believe on Him and ask Him to save you  -Romans 10:9, 13-That if thou shalt confess

with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,

thou shalt be saved. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Pray and ask Christ to save you…say, Dear Jesus, I know I am a sinner I deserve hell. I am asking you to

save me now and take away my sin. I am asking you to take me to heaven when I die. Thank you for

saving me. In Jesus name, Amen 

It is that simple. 
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