
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, November/December 2022

We trust that you all had a blessed Christmas and had great celebration at your

churches as you brought in the new year. May the Lord bless as you continue to serve Him and

as you continue to be conscious of missions, both home and abroad.

Having said that, The holidays are celebrated a little bit differently here in Albania than

most other places. During communism, all the way up to 1991, no celebration of any religious

holidays were allowed. In fact, in 1967, all participation in any religion was declared illegal.

So Christmas, while still observed by some, is not as big of a deal as New Years. At New Years

time, shops are closed, everyone has a few days off. At Midnight, fireworks are everywhere.

The people feast for several days.

I try to emphasize the importance of, not only the celebration of the birth of Christ, but

also that of a new beginning for their lives; as in the beginning of a new year. Christmas day

was a great time at our mission work as we had sweets , baklava, cake etc.. and sweet drinks.

I preached a message about the birth of our Savior.

One thing that made the whole holiday time outstanding was that my wife was able to

lead two young people that we have been working with, to the Lord over the phone! Many of

you know that I am in Albania for 6 weeks as we had a gap in our schedule and I felt it would

be prudent for me to check in on the work while I had been gone.

This family, a mom daughter and son, came to us from a connection from another man

that had gotten saved in the church. They came to us from an abusive and divorced situation.

Bonnie and I had invested much time, more Bonnie than me, in ministering to this family.

What a blessing it was to see those efforts turn into fruit for the Lord! Please pray for the

mother, Alda, that she would also get saved.

It has been a blessing for us to represent many churches here as their missionary on the

field of Albania. Thank you so much for your prayers and support. Also thank you very much

as many have sent extra money as a Christmas love offering. We try to be good stewards and

invest funds wisely.

I plan to be back to the states the end of January and we will finish reporting to churches the

end of April. Then, Lord willing, Bonnie and I will return to the field then together for an

extended stay

In Christ, Kirk and Bonnie King
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